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The Bridge Question.,
We?publish in another column a state-

ment from Mr. James D. Crump, In which
r-he replies to certain points raised by The
Times-Dispatch in regard to tho immediate
purchase of Mayo's Bridge. Wo have had
no purpose or desire to impede the wheels
of progress of this community. AVe be¬
lieve, as we have repeatedly said, In the
principle of free bridges. It seems appar¬
ent that a. free bridge over lue site of

Maya's Bridge, would be a. most desirable
avenue to this city from Manchester and
the country beyond. There are many
obvious reasons for It, which we not only
recognize, but emphasize. But we know-
how .often public interest lacks that zea¬

lous guardianship which Is given to pri¬
vate affairs, and as we and all other cit¬
izens of Richmond are as it were, stock¬
holders in the corporation of Richmond,
we have been invoking a painstaking in¬
vestigation of tlie facts, an acculate

knowledge of which is essential to a right
judgment about the value of this bridge
to the city of Richmond.
Mr. Crump himself admits that lie is not

In full possession of the information' de¬
sired. If, however, this information can

be obtained before the time of the option
on Mayo's Bridge expires, and tue results
of that Investigation,are- satisfactory, wo

should waste no time in closing up the
contract and taking the steps for as

speedy a construction of the bridge as

possible. Let those who aro especially
charged with prot<?cting the interest of

tho corporation of Richmond, and those

who are especially· .ntorßsled as citizens

in tho construciion" of .this bridge, bestir
themselves and bring out the facts, and
The Times-Dispatch will givo them all

the help it can in arriving at a just con¬

clusion in th »natter. And we shall ap¬

proach the question with a sincero desire
to promote the enterprise in every way
that we conscientiously can.

The Study of Trees.
City Engineer Cutshaw is right in say¬

ing, that the city's tree nursery.or as a

little Richmond girl called it, tlio eradlo.

Is an educational institution. There are

few boys and girls li» rtio city who know

one ireo from another. Such ignorance
Is without excuse, when there is a nur¬

sery within easy reach where instruc¬
tion in tree nomenclature and tree cul¬
ture may be had for tho asking.
All nature study is profitable, morally

as well as mentally, but .here is soino-

thing especially Inspiring iu tlio study
oí trees, tho noblest .specimens oí plant
life. One of the most delightful of all
the sketches of Wa .hlngtuu'Irving is his
dissonation on "Forest Trees." In («peak-
ing of the love of tlie l-ngllsl» lord for
the- tiers pi, his lisíate, he suys:
"I have heard a hoble »tari descent on

r-ark and lorest scenery with llie .*ci«»n(.'e
and feeling of a painter. He dwelt on
the shapo and beauty of particular irres
on hi» cftate. with as much pride and
technical precision'ns Ihoiigl» lie hud been
dUcuspiug the merits of n tatúes In his
collection. 1 lound Ibal he hud even
gone considerable distancée to examine
trees which won: celebrated among
rural amateurs; for ·?? ueeii.a tiiat int.,
like horncs, hav« their esiiibllahc.·«. point»»
of excellence; ami thai Diere aro some
In England which enjoy very »ixtensive
celebrity anioni;- tree laneu-n«, iron» be«
ing iif-rfert In their kind.
"There l» ¦cmethlng nobly simple and

pure In sudi a taste; it argues, ? think,
a sweet a»id gencro'is nature, to havu
this strong reliai» lor tiic beauties of
vegetation, and this friendship ior the
hardy and glorimi., goni" of iiie forest,
There 1« a grandeur pf Ihoii^t nurittect·
ed with this part ol rural economy.· it
Is, if I may be allowed the tigni-«., the
heroic line of husbandry. It Is worthy of
llberil and Jres born, and aspiring men.
H* who plants an oak, look* forwur.j to
futur* age«, and pljnt¡i fur posterity,
?'??.?'.'.??« can bo less pelfliili than Huh.
tía cannot expect to fell In It»» »bad·.',
nor enjoy Us shelter; but he exults in thu
Idea that the acorn which )'» ''¡»ß purled,
In the earth will grow up Imo-a. íoíty
pile, and keep on flourishing, .»r,.i in-
ereiveing, ai.u bentMlng .nankin»].. .«"»Tig

after he shall have ceased l,o tread his
paternal fields Indeed, It ts the nature
ot such occupations to litt thé thoughts
above mere worMJlnesR. As the loj-vrs
of trees lire snld to absorb all nesicus
qualities of »ho nlr. and to breath», rorth
a purer atmosphere, so H seems to mo
ns If they drew from »is nil sordid *"d
angry pussions, and r«roalliod forth pea .e
and phllah'thtophy« Thor.- Js ft- serene

and sehled majesty In woodland Scenery,
th.it enters Into the ..mil. nnd dilates nn»l
elévales, and fills It with noblo Inclina¬
tions."

If there are "sermons In stone«," how
much more are .there ..ermojis..ln trees,
for wero not the groves "God's .first tern·
pies?''

ft Terrorism in Russia.
We print a letter In nnolllpr column In

to-day's p.iper from a correspondent.· «who
writes with Insight and sympathy from
the standpoint of that part of Russian
revolutionists, who have chosen terror¬
ism ns tho best menus, In their judg¬
ment, for righting existing wrongs. Our
correspondent is a Russian himself inn!
has kept In touch as far as en outsider
may with the literature and alms of tno

revolutionary party. This party, in ad¬
dition to Its other propaganda, publishes
two journals knowns as Revolutionary
Russia, ono of which is printed at Stet¬
tin In Germany, and the other at Geneva
Switzerland, These papers, however, do
not preach assassination, that being the
teaching ot the unknown members of tho
terrorist party. Consider for an instant
tho state of Russia.· In many respects
Russia Is as modern as any other country
on earth. It has railroads, telegraph, tel¬
ephone, stock exchanges, banks, post-
otlices. arinies, navies and all the equip¬
ment of a modern nation, as 'far as the
eyo may see, but the national life of
Russia, the instincts and character of Its
people, are overwhelmingly mediaeval.
The equality of all men before the law

Is utterly foreign to the Russian theory
of goverpment, and what'is far more
serious tho democracy of Intellect, that
at least gives a man a. fair chartcc with
his feliows to develop and teach truth as

he sees it, Is equally repressed, Instinct¬
ively all men with any capacity for pro¬
gress reach out for more knowledge and
more opportunity, and equally Instinct¬
ively any regime based on special privi¬
leges, such as the old French nobility
before the revolution and the present
bureaucracy of Russia, bitterly opposes
tho effort to exercise any such right on

the part of the common people. The.con¬
flict between these two tendencies is as

natural and as inevitable as the rising
and falling of the tide, and the problem
that confronts Russia to-day Is how to
adjust these conflicting claims with the
least possible friction. Naturally the
Czar would be tho person to arbitrate
these differences and establish a compre¬
hensive plan for the future, but the Czar
is probably utterly uninformed as to tlie
true state !of affairs. Ho is surrounded
by flattering courtiers, his information
is received through biased channels, from
censored newspapers, and he does not ap¬
pear to be a person of sufficient capacity
or intelligence to think for himself. It is,
therefore, easy to see why tho Czar has
as yet been unable to control the turbu¬
lent spirits in Russia, which are calling
on the on. hand for more freedom and
on the other for more repression. Ó? the
other hand it is. not difficult even for.
an American to understand why the mid¬
dle, classes that are struggling for recog¬
nition regard the slayers of such men as

Sipiaguine and \ron Plehve as patriots of
the highest type. Nevertheless, history
shows that sporadic assassination has not
and cannot accomplish anything. As we

recently said, the hope of Russia is In
the development of a middle class. So
until that is done there will be no firm
basis on which new. conditions could be
placed If .the whole existing government
would be blown up at once. The problem
before Russia is to develop a middle class
that will both know how and be able
to develop Itself. When this class is once

obtained Russia will havïi maue a long
step towards solving the questions which
lie before It· now. In tho meantime pa¬
triots who have been driven to despera¬
tion will doubtless continuo their Ineffect¬
ual assassination of the narroiv-minded,
grasping and hard-hearted olllclals with¬
out any marked effect on tho existing
stato of public affairs. But with a mid¬
dle class, proud of itself and feeling its
own power, the world may see a repeti¬
tion oí the wholesale slaughter that
marked the French revolution. It shou.u
be remembered that tho· regeneration of
Franco was not accompllsn.u by the
reign of terror, but by the elevation of
the musses, which was tlie direct resuit
of Napoleon's imperial democracy and
the part that the p».-opio took in his won¬

derful victories. It was not the guillotine,
but ilio making· of a maréchal of Franco
Dise Murât out of a stable boy that

chag.d i.ic boclal and p«»litlcal life of
France. Something that will arouse and
elevate the masses of Russia is neces¬

sary, rather than the execution of a few
oppressors. t

it will be by revolution and not by as-

sassinafion that Russia's future and free¬
dom must be obtained.

The Blackeyed Pea.
A week or more ago, the following

paragraph appetire«! in tills column;
".'peaking about old Virginia luxuries,

sticn as good weather, bliiekberrl».·*·, wa-
leimeloiiH and 'such like,' It may be
well to remember that blackeyed pea*1,
buttermilk and corn p«»ne are getting
mighty fashionable In tome parts of the
old giatc juBt about now.'1
? fi lend bus clipped this paragraph

and er-iit it to us with the query:
"Why do not Virginia caiinerle.i ran

til», good old blackeyed pta. as ih«,y do
Urn Englftih garden pea? It Is «uparlor
to tlic- English pea. and Ils canning -would
be ft profitable Industry."
We will answer our correspondent "Tan¬

ken fashion by asking another que*tion?
Ha·, any ranrn-iy or any inventor ever

rii »covered a proCGM for preserving the
Maikejert pea that equals nature'., pro,
ici·!.. ,ß??'? ihe blackeyed pen whir h
i-.->i,t Itself by drying on u, vine in the
goad pit) summer lime, Juki a, palatable
???? m ihe winter It ?« properly boiled
»vili» hum bona ?? middling, ¡o, it waa
.aIk-ii taken from thé green p«»d in the
hot months?
Could any «uwnlng, yroc^w (,?^ w.v-.ut,-

cd renke a better or mor« healthful tvlti*
ter dish than tho old' Vlrglnl,i..bíackéyed
pea that has been "canned" In the pod
by the sun, ns It was lossed by the Sep¬
tember winds on tho vine? The black-
eyed pea does not need to be canned.

Let Us Have Peace.
Concerning tho attitude of The Tlmes-

Dlspntch .towards those Democrats whY»
are not altogether pleased with the plat¬
form and candidate of IMI, we accept In'
good part and In good temp.r ths friendly
chiding' or out- esteemed contemporary,
the Blackstono Courier
.Family quarrels are proverblnlly bitter,
and this family .quarrel has been no ex¬

ception. We have not said as harsh
things of others ns others have said of
Us. Rut we aré willing-to let bygones
bo bygones. The making-up time has
comb, and ite am glad of It. We are

for harmony. We nre heartily enjoy¬
ing the family reunion. We nre In
splendid humor for a genuine love feast,
and If at tlm.s we should cot too hilari¬
ous and should poke a little fun at any
mimiber of the household, we hope that
the Blackstone Courier nnd all ether es¬

teemed and w.ll beloved contemporaries
of the true faith will call us to order,
nnd administer- an nffectlonate rebuke.
There are no Democratic animosities In
t .Is sanctum and any Democrat who
has any doubt on that score may come

hither and search ne. '-'Let brotherly
love continue."

A Solemn Sermon.
In Newark, N. J., the other day a

youna; man accused of forgery was shot
and killed by a police officer from whom
he attempted to escape. In his pocket
wns found a letter from his mother con¬

taining this note- of affectionate advice
and warning:
"Bertie, why don't you reform and be-

comii a better boy; get away from that
dreadful place, where you are boarding
anil come home? .

"Your wayward career Is shortening
your life. Do you «wlsn to leave this
beautiful world ana go to another while
you are so wicked?» Oh, my boy, un¬
less you reform your punishment will be
awful."
There Is a powerful sermon in this

Incident to young Vnen. It does not fol¬
low that every boy who disregards his
.mother's advice and goes wrong will
no shot and killed. But it Is a fact, a,

fact, as sure as the law of cause and
effect, as sure as the commandments* of
God, that tho" boy., who persistently fol¬
lows a life of clime will sooner or later
cumo to a b_'d^tejfâ. .·'-.'Whatsoever a

man soweth that,, shall, he also reap."
That Is the law of the universe which
alteret h not.

"Iho exhibit made by the State Cor¬
poration Commission on the growth of
the State banks in Virginia is most grati¬
fying. In'ten years the assets .of the
banks more than doubled and the · in¬
crease was proportionately greater tnan
the national .banks of the State. The
State banks of Virginia are all right,
and it is a great pity that they are not
permitted under law to issue .currency.
If so, such a thing asr a" currency famine
would be unknoivjji,*'and-ouf Wn' people
could procure money from their own

banks without having to go to New York
in times of distress. and pay ruinous
chnrges.

The current issue of the Trade Journal,
of Petersburg, Is a peanut paper, not,
however, in the political significance of
that term. Several pages are devoted to
reports from the principal peanut dis-
triclr of the United States. In some

sections conditions are unfavorable, but
In others a good yield Is prqmlsed. In
North Carolina, "acreage·' 'was' reduced In
favor of cottoni There Is also a decrease
of acreago'in the peanut belt of Virginia,
but as 'a rule, the crop Is better than
it was at the corresponding time last

year. Tho Trade Journal lias done good
service In obtaining and promulgating
this exclusive information.

If Governor Vardaman didn't write It,
and he says rife didn't, then he has the
Postmaster-General on the hip, and from
all accounts the Governor Is one of those
fcllowa who always pursues an advan¬
tage.

If there Is anything particularly concern¬

ing this campaign that Judge Parker
does not know about, he will probably
be told of It ffoy some of tho various
pilgrims to Ksopus.

North Carolina political enthusiasm la
drifting over <Ut State lino to some

extent, and Plttsylvania, Henry and
some other border counties are feeling
the effects.

As an exemplar of constant Industry,
and long continued, Russell Sage has
knocked the ant clean oft the teacher's1
chair In tho »school for sluggard».

The effect of the fall of Port Arthur
on the powder market will hardly be
noticeable. There will be enough burning
of the same in other quarters.

There is a good deal Ho be salrl and
don« in this campaign before the voting
beirin*. lip to the present writing nobody
ft»me to have a walkover.

Although It 1» something of a gho.t
it.ftir, tho Populist party ha« admitted
that it do.»» not stand a ghost of a show
In th. pr.t.nt campaign,

General Purokutkln needs to adopt a¬

??w «tylt of report blank. Th.'one tur¬
ni .h»d from Bt. Petersburg do« not «eem
to (It the eliu-tlon.

Th. fall of Port Arthur may h. , most
likely will ha denied before th«. news
«et* .'aie, but In any event the fall I«
«<r »ill b* great.

Mr. r'Uud. A,-Hwuniion derlar*« that
Hier. If no'trat, in the report that he
ami Li.ut-nöfit-QuVirnor Willard are go.
int '. |K«ol ',*_¦!- s,

C»mp rni.Hng««, H.nov.r u-.il*rrn-lrins
(1tVj family reuní'.. ar. vejy inu<.|» in

order in old Virginia just about Dili
time,

Nearly alt ¿fl the"Richmond p-islm-H
and reetort-? nro enjoying a vacation, and
so fire their flocks to a certain extent,

ït Is hard to Say which Is the most
mixed lib In the dally reporta, the Chi*
cago strike or the i.u?s*o-Jap mill.

We don't most always know Just wh«*-n
we nre doing well.thnt Is, ßiich of us

as are not base-boll umpires.

Prophet Grosvenor, of Ohio, .«".111 re¬

frains from prophesying. There must bo
something the matter.

? Wise Caution.
(Selected for The Tlmes-Dlspatch.)

"Fret not thyself.".Psalm, xxxvlllil.
This wise" -word of advice Is not to bo»

cùiit-med with Its modern substitute,
"donlt worry." Anxiety Is riot always
avoidable. Worry, of the deepest kind
may arise from various causes, but what
the Psalmist says Is, "Don't worry your¬
self," Don't fret over imaginary dllll-
cultlés; don't persuade yourself that you
aro a mostrili used and unhappy sort of
a person; don't take melancholy views of
life. Inciden tally making your "temper
fit the views. In a word, for It cannot
be put better, "Fret not thyself."
Usually fretfulness Is catalogued as a

humor rather than as a sin, and \tssoclat-
ed with teething children and chronic
Invalids;\but, In fact, there Is something'
very selfish about It. since to be Indulged
with the most delicious enjoyment It
must be shared with others, nnd our an¬
noyance Is increased tenfold If nobody
lnl.es any notice. Granted thnt fretful¬
ness is but a.humor that will pass, still,
let it occur too often and it may become
a habit. Whatever Is characteristic of
human nature Is at any timo liable to
become characteristic of self. It may
then be well to observe how we » may
follow this Inspired advice, "Fret not, thy¬
self.*' ¦» '¦¦:
'the chief cause of fretfulness which

the Psalmist ''specifies Is envy.such envy,
perhaps,,as -sent Ahab to bed and turned
his disagreeable. face to the wall thqt
lie might not-see the vineyard of Naboth;-
such envy as brought fretful Martha to
.itsus asking;."Dost thou not enre' that·
try sister hath left me to servé alone?
JJld her therefore that sho help me,"
?? hear another praised.and we are not
praised; to see another happy.and wo
aie not contented, and how often tho
spirit of the "elder brother" at once
begins to put In Its filie work. Such a
state of mind Is very unhealthy and may
result in positive injury to self ano. oth¬
ers; therefore the Psalmist not only points
out its most prolific- cause, but hastily
proceeds to point out certain effective
remedies.

If .the nerves are always kept at the
same tension the body will quickly wear
out. Relaxation and diversion are a ne¬
cessity. Similarly It Is possible.·for..the
soul to Indulge in too much self-ponccnr
tratlon; It' needs at times to escape' from
sell and think about somebody else. ~lt
may trouble Itself too keenly about- its
spiritual! menu, too punctiliously Inquir¬
ing, "What shall I eat and what shall
1 drink?" To dwell too much on the de¬
licate nature ;oi the spiritual organism, its
liability to errors and Its proneness to
mistakes, changes the soul Into a fret¬
ful invalid. ... "Trust ln the Lord and do
good," and the' result will be a healthy
digestion.' Unselfish work will take the
selhshness out of life and leave the heart
neither time- nor" inclination to fret It¬

self. ''.¦;'î.ï"
One of thé commonest symptoms of

iretfulness Is impatience, R Is not al¬
ways easy to "Rest ln the Lora and wait
patiently for him," nor an easy thing to
surrender our own Judgment- and "com¬
mit our way unto the Lord.1' Men want:
quick returns to-day on their Investments,
They are willing to cast, their bread upon
the waters, but they want to And It again
by aftornoon, thoy are1-willing to go
forth, even with weeping it needs be,
bearing precious seed, but they, must
dotlotless come again with rejoicing,
bringing their sheaves, with thein, not
later than six o'clock. God has not prom¬
ised quick returns. That "exceeding
weight bf glory" that Paul speaks about
is not due six months from date of first
Instalment of faith. "In due season we
shall reap If we faint not."
"Fret not thysolf" and there is nobody,

else that can. Out of our OW"*ñ hearts
come the thoughts that, annoy, and the
worries that trouble us. Lock tho; door;
and put tho key In God's'hand¡/let»Hliti-
do tho opening and the shutting; and; for
yourself, "Trust In the Xord' 'arid do
good;" "Commit thy way unto the Lord
and ho shall bring it» to pass;" "Rest In
him, wait patiently for him, fret not thy-
aelt In any-wise."

Personal and General.
Lady Duff-Cordon Is the latest member

of the English nobility to go into trade.
She has become a designer of costumes.

Bernhard Bethuann; who Is well known
in .Hebrew educational circles the country
over as president of the Board of Gover¬
nors ot the Hebrew Union College, ln
Cincinnati, celebrated his 7(11h birthday
lust week..
Miss Lavinia I-.gan, the retlrrng socre-

ta*ry of Ihe Board of Lady Managers of
tho World's Fair, has Ideas of her own.
She wears only tailor-made dresses, for
Instance, and thinking long l-resses, a
bürden In the summer time, ehe cuts her
hair short ovory spring.
MIsb Lee Kue, tho Chinese.';.woman who

bus become a cattle queen in Arlaona, ar¬
rived In Ban Francisco tho other duy en
route for China, whlthor she la escorting
tho ashes nf her father who died some
time ago, leaving her heir to extensive
ranches In the Southwest,
The Arch bis ho ? of Canterbury, Randall

Thomas Davidson, who la coming to Bos¬
ton In the ¡utttinin to attend the trlonnlal
Cenerai Convention of the Protestant
Episcopal Church In America, Is »-the
eighty-fifth nrrhblsliop to hern· that title
and has an income ol $78,000 a year.

The Labor of the Child,
?

Shut them from the light ot day,
Dividends, dividends;

Rob them of their youth and play,
Dividends, dividends;

Stunt and dwarf the coming race,
Flabby limb nnd bloodless., face,.
,? prison mill, the Infant's place-

Dividends! .Dividends!

II *

Steal (heir freedom and their Joy,
Dividends, dividends;

Sacrifice the girl and boy.
Dividends, dividends;

Foolish,' blind. Impotent State,
Sowing dragon teeth of hate-
Save thy nurslings from this fate.

Dividend:»! Dividends;
ROBERT LOVEMAN.

Dalton, Ga.

Thousands o f
sickly people
have been re¬
stored- to health
and strength by
the use., of the
Büterß. .Many of
them voluntari¬
ly testify that it
cured them'of
Indlpeatlon,
Dyspepsia,
Constipation,
¦Biliousness,
Kidney Troubles

-,r . . ,-,..
op Malaria,

..STOMACH^g» r will cure you,
too. Try I. to·
day. ?

».STOMACH mp-

REVELATIONS BY AN EX-MAYOR.
First Veiled Attempt at. Bribery.
Blunt Offer of $10,000 for
Veto of an Ordinance.The
Briber's Agile Retreat.'Bold
Attempt to Secure Public
Works' Coniracts Corruptly.
A Real Temptation.

By An Ex-Mayor of One of the
Largest American Cities.

.FIFTH ARTICLE,
(Copyright, IBM, by Joseph B. Bowles.)

^-tlBDRS are of two breods-.h6se
who want you to do something
and those who want you not to
do something. That Is the way
t grouped thorn when I' was
mayor, ? do not know ..ow

Thany times I was "approached" during
my term of /ifMce, nor dò I know how
many fishing expeditions were sent to And
out If I would, bite. Undoubtedly many
attempts wero made to ascertain my views
on »natters of direct Intere.t to those who
would be willing to pay well If I only
would look at the matter from their
point of view.
Several times.more than I like to re¬

call-Indiscreet persons broadly Intimated
that there would bo "something Jn.lt for
mo" If 1 would allow this or that ordi¬
nance or measure to "go through." The
first lime I realized that I was being, of¬
fered a bribe, although the offer was
veiled by words of ambiguous meaning,
I almost was frightened. The man who
had it in his mind to offer me money
or Its equivalent for my slgnaturo ap-
proving the ordinance.wo had under dis¬
cussion was an inconspicuous lawyer. I
think now he was as much frightened as
I was. for before I had recovered my
polso he made a clumsy excuse for leav¬
ing the office, and I never saw him again.
Perhaps It was tho shook of surprise

that startled me. ? was not expecting
anything o£ the kind, nnd when he, after
exhausting Ills arguments,. spread put hie
hands and with, a smile which probably
ho thought was particularly significanti
said: "Of courso'we do not want you to
Inconvenience yourself, but you may find
it worth your while to take a day off,
come out and look tho ground over; any¬
how, you won't lose anything by It." Tho
accent he placed on the word "loso" gave
me. the. key, and I found myself tongue-'
tied for tho Instant. Tlien he suddenly
left, and the incident was. closed.
As 1 became more accustomed to my
work 1 grew hardened to those Indirect!
testa.of. my official IntegrLty. I at times
felt like.kicking the would-bo-brlbers out
of my office, but my bettor judgment pre¬
vailed. Sometimes I laughed at;.them.
their,.scheming was so transparent. It

might «be asked: "Why-.dldn't you expo.»
them?'.'.'
There was nothing to expose. Not one

made me a direct offer. I could not prove
a material fact against any of them. I

could but testify that I believed they
were'-trying to bribe me.weak evidence,
which wouldn't stand In court. I did con¬

sult the corporation.counsel and asked his

advice, which was: "Either have the man j
thrown out of the ottico on general prin¬
ciples, or tell him to get out."·
w-¦ * * *

One day the man came In who'had the

courage to use plain, .straight English.
He ottered.'to givo men «-.??? In caen if

I would veto a certain ordinance, ne

looked me straight In the eye and re¬

peated his offer. We were alone In o_
small room of my office. None but rayn
self heard him when he mado the busi¬

ness proposition. I opened the door and

asked my .secretary to step in.·. AVhen he

came I said to the man: "Please repeat
what you have just said to me."
Without-the'-least.-evidence of embar¬

rassment ho said;. "1 would not give
vou $10. .00 for that property^which is

easily worth ?2,000,000.lì you sign that

ordinance^ for tho ordinance simply de-

S
"You offered me ???,??? tí I would veto

the bill," I answered. "Didn't you?
"Is that the way you look at It? he

said '.Why, Mr. Mayor, If I wanted to

offer you a bribe to kill the ordlnancul
wouldn't offer you a paltry »10.000; I d

make it $60,000. It would be' worth. It."

Then be said "Good morning."
After thinking the matter over I con¬

cluded I bad a clear case against him,
for I would swear ho made me the offer,
and when chvged with It before my

secretary he hud'.not denied It. I. sent

'ÎdV'.'-t-ieî'corporation counsel and related
tho "occurrence to him.'
"You might have him Indicted by the

grand jury," was his opinion, "but you
haven't the corroborative evidence needed
to couvlct him. A man who attempt- to
bribe'will commit perjury, and ho would
swear ho did not try to bribe you. and
had no Idea of doing it, and there you
are."
Now this man who boldly proposed that

I should sell him a veto and the other
man who was afraid to do more than
hint that he would pay for my approving
signature, were bunglers. Their work
was too rough. They did not possess tno

nlco touch of tho adroit bribers. Yet
each oC, thorn played a safo game. Each
was gareiuli that no witness was In hear¬
ing. But ahoy put me on my guard and
for somo time' I permitted no man to

apeak to mc unless my-prlvate secretary
was near enough to hear what was said.

One day, however, I was 'approached
from an unguarded quarter, A fierce
competition between two sets of public
contractors was' making lit« Interesting
for mo at the time. Each side was try¬
ing to drlvo the other out of business,
and I was brought into the contest for
tho developments indicated that soon I
would have to mako a ruling which
would mako one faction the victor. Just
hoforo It became necessary for mo to.as¬
sume judicial authority the head of one
of the city departments came Into my
offlco.nothing unusual, for h,o was a

dally visitor. After a few words he
walked toward tho Innnor office, saylngi
'? want to see you alone for a few
minutes." I-followed him and ns I turn¬
ed to" close-the,door I saw my office door
opon and one of the loading public con¬
tractor- of the city entered and seated
himsolC In a'chair near my dosk,

1 thought nothing °f »«his at the time,
and closing the door stretched out on

the louj-ge. ;

My lieutenant took a sent near1 me apd
began talking of the political situation,
Ho snld the managing committee was In
a bad way financially and that systematic
eftortB should be made to build up a fund
for the- approaching campaign. -I agreed
with .him and wte discussed the matter
for some minutes. Then, naming the
very contractor who was sitting in my
oillce, he said:
"He le anxious ito do something tor the

pnrty, and he wants to contribute,
through you, «.10?00 to the campaign
fund."
"Well, why doesn't ho. .end It to the

treasurer of the committee?" I queried,
raising myself up on my elbow.
"lie would rather give It ,to you, and

then you can turn It Into the treasury."
As L write theee words thero comes

bade to roe again the «ner^us tremor
which passed through me Hvhep I grasp¬
ed the full Import of what my lieutenant
was say»ng. I recollect "vividly how I
waited a few second» until muecujar ten¬
sion liad stopped the Involuntary tremb¬
ling. My brain must h-?ß worked rapid¬
ly, for before I spoke my mental eye
took In the whole miserable scheme. T.ne
contractor in my odice was a leader of
one of the grouns striving to secure a
monopoly of the'-lty'r publlo works con¬
trants. My lieutenant, who was one of
my trusted official Intimates, .had much
to do with letting Uwe contracte» an.
ho had been taken Into the conspiracy
to secure my Influence lp behalf of the
faction represented by n»,y friend In the
other room. Apparently «be city official
who aut near me did not notice any in¬
dications of my mental agitation, for he
quietly smoking his cigar, waiting for me¬
to continue the conversation. Having
recovered myself. I said:
Forty thousand dollars is a large sum

of money for one man to donate to a
campaign committee:* Hut I don't thlnk
the committee would rpfuse It; you'd bet·

ter tell him «o take It lo the treasury.
"But you dort't understand," he urged,

leaning forward and (.peaking more earn¬
estly. "He wards to give this to you,
for your campaign fund, to help tie re»
nominate and re-elect you. Jin Is one
of pur best friends. He Is." , ,"Now stop right there," I «eelaltnerl.
springing to my feet. "Don't go any
further with that kind of palaver. Why
don't you come straight out with the
truth and teil nie you have been sent
here to bribe me with .40,000 to give those
fellows free rein In the public works-de¬
partment? Now We'll not talk about, this
any more, but you know what you ve got
to do, ftttd you sit right down, here anrl
now. and do It." And In my excitement I
almost dragged him to a desk and held
him by the shoulder until he had written
me ft tetter asking mei to accept His re-
slgnatldn. Not another word was spoken.
I took his place at the dosk and wrote
.him a letter regretfully accepting the re¬
signation, t felt like a coward when I
wrote "it la with sincere r'egret that I
accept your resignation," etc. Yet now
î am glad I penned my reply as I did,
for he had been a worm friend, "p to
that instant, a loyal one.

Sonia, years before I became Mayor I
had purchased several acres of land. In
the outskirts ?£ the city, with the view
of subdividing it when the growth of the
city warranted mo ln doing so. But the
city didn't grow In that direction, and
1 had this large tract of land on my
hands when elected Mayor. A company
had been -formed to build a streot rail¬
way out toward that piece of land about
the time I took up the tnsk of governing
the city, and the ordlnnnco granting the
tranchlse Introduced in the Board of Al¬
dermen In the early part of my tidinlnls-
tratlon was "hung up" in tho Commltteo
on Franchises for some months. When
I extimtncd tho map of tho proposed
route of the street railway 1 saw Lho
line ran half a mllo east of my property.
Ono day word was brought to mo that

some of the loaders of the clique corrupt
Aldermçn wero about <o take tho ordi¬
nance out of tho pigeon-hole and put it
through. .

Now, this' ordinance was properly
drawn. It provided for adequate compen¬sation to the city for the 'francnlso
rights, and In all respecto came under
the head of "good ordinances." The ter¬
ritory which \tho company proposed to
provide with transportation facilities was
In.urgent need of-street railway service.
The corporation had in It men of good
repute and high financial standing. Jiìsl
the ordinance been passed on.its merits
1 would have approved It, but when I
learned that tho "gang" wus going to
"put it· through" I smelled boodle, and at
once decided that a good measure passed
by baa means was a bad measure and
tholtttlessly expressed myself In that
wise. A few days after the president and
a director of the company .called on me.
They urged me to aid them In getting
the ordinance out of the committee, and
the president said:
"We have changed the route a little,

as you can see by this map."
The wide red Inked line which marked

tho proposed route told mo that tho
change brought the street railway »not
only to my land, but around and back
of the tract, giving my nonproductive
real estate the promise of a trolley Uno
on two If Its tilde».
The president's stubby Unger traced the

red line until It came to tho space on the
map which represented my bad Invest¬
ment. There the finger halted for a sec¬
ond and then moved more slowly around
lho angle. And as that eloquent digit
traced tho way I could almost lieor it
say,· "Give us the franchlso and your non¬
productive acres will make you rich."

That was the strongest temptation that
faced mo during my entire mayoral term.
The ordinance was popular. Tho street

car lino would supply a want Tho
changed route waa bettor than the
original. »\nd my property, purchased
years before I ever dreamed of being a
mayor, would become a profitable Invest¬
ment.
But the hand of the briber lay on that

map; the finger of tho briber pointed to
a promised reward. The' changed routo
was as »much of a bribe as any money
which would be paid me for my Influence
to secure tho company its franchise.
The president called me a fool for re¬

fusing to take advantage of an oppor¬
tunity by which 1 not only could per¬
form an act of great service and value
to a largo district, but do a good thing
for myself as well. Apparently he did
not see the difference between a bribe ln
effect and a bribe In fact
I have cited theso attempts to induce

me to commit a crime because many
citizens are prone to impute bad motives
to every official act of their Mayor. It
unfortunately 1s too truo that many good
people arc convinced that tho Instant a
man »takes the oath of ofllce. as chief
executive of a city he begins to "feather
his nest." Thore. Is scant encouragement
for a public official to be honest when
he is tried and found guilty by a cynical
public, before ho lias even learned the
way to his ofllce door. "The fact, Is,
many men, who In ordinary business af¬
faire, are scrupulously honqst, do not
hesitate to commit the crJmo of bribery
when their selfish interests are Involved.
They attempt to bribe mnyors and other
city officials by direct and indirect
methods. They use tho church, the club,
family connections and friendship to con¬
summate their criminal designs.and
seemingly see no crime ln so doing.

m ».

Who Are the Assassins in Russia?
Editor of tho Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Sir,.The entire .world is Interested and

anxious to know who threw the bomb at
Von Plehve.
The police of St. Petersburg say that

the prisoner refused to speak and that
It Is Impossible to establish his Identity.

It is plausible that he did nut tell hi.·*
name for on the front and last pages of
every Russian -'Revolutionary paper and
magazine is printed in conspicuous type
REFRAIN FROM'GIVING THE POLICE
OR THE COURTS YOUR RIGHT NAME,
nevertheless It Is

, probable that the
assassin after mich a splendid achieve¬
ment from his point of view, with prldo
and dignity told the pollco of tho exis¬
tence of such a party. The police are,
however, concealing everything In order
not to give his assoclntes a chance to
disband even for a short time.
To what party he belonged Is very

hard to ascertain, the Indications are,
however, that he Is a member of the
"Fighting Brigade", a branch of the
Socialistic Revolutionary Party.
Of thè few revolutionary organizations

existing ln Russia, the "Socialists Rev¬
olutionairs': Is the only one known to
have "Terror" ás a part of their pro¬
gram, The word "Terror".extreme
fright.tho Revolutionairs of Russia

adopted for such deeds as that committed
In St. Petersburg on the 28th of July."
The well-known Terrorists 'of twenty,

flvo years ngo killed tlie Chief Gendarme,
tl.neral 'Irepotff. one governor, other high
officials, scores of gav.rhn.efit spies, and
at last Alexander th Second. After the
Tzar's assassination tlio Terrorists wer·
not heard from until tx few years ago.
when ? hoy resumed ope» allons by kill¬
ing Klpliigln, Von Pl-hvo's predecessor,
Iho -tiomy of progress, Judaphobo and
vampire, who could llv0 only oh the blood
<-f students. They shot nhd mortally
wounded Uogdanowltch, ¡tho OoVc-rnor
of Uffa District, tlio ono who culled out
the ie_ervcs and govo tho Infamous or¬
der, "shoot to kill," on ? peaceabl·
ciinva assembled to hear a speaker, and
mado nn unsuccessful attempt on the
Ooviirnor of Khnrkov, Count Oholonsky,
who hnd established R whipping post for
peasants.
Tho great reactionary Von Plehve was

the successor of Slplagln, His chief
nlm was to keep all tho Russians in
perfect Ignorance, therefore, it was nat¬
imi to expect that atWhe first opportu-
nlty ho would share tho fato of his pre¬
decessor.
Owing lo tho press at large, and the

Russian reactionary press especially,
the Terrorists do not enjoy a very good
reputation. They nro usually pictured
a. b.'ood-thlrsty brutes whoso only am¬
bition in Ufo Is to kill and destroy.
Woru tho editors personally acquainted
with any one of those mon who value
their own lives less than tho welfare of
their oppressed brethren, the minds of
thousands would bo- enlightened and
./«.tinged from hatred and contempt into
l'-Vo and admiration.
The blood-thirsty brutes are not the

Terrorists of Hussla, but tho Pöble-
donoistcffs, Tgnatleffs, Plehvos and so
forth, of whom Russia is so prolific.
Were thero no such element every Ter- ,
rorlst of Russia would bo converted Into
a doctor, a teacher, a lawyer and other
uucful members of tho various sciences,
from whoso labors not only Russia, but
tho entire world would reap benoflt.
? country'which can produco a Cher-

nlshefsky, a Rubenstcln, a Tolstoi, and
_corcs of. other good and noblo souls,
many ot 'whom are burled In the mines
of -lborln, can multiply thousandfold
the number, should tho cgottstlo, selfish,
mercenary and reactionary advisers oí
tho Tzar bo removed.
Who can help admiring the noblo char¬

acter and features of Balmasheff, Slpltb-
glri*u assassinator. Born of exiled pa¬
rents on the very day. when tho three
nuiiasslns of Alexander tho Second.
5-hcbaboff, Sophie Perofskaya and Kibal-
chla.wero executed he was Influenced
by his father from early childhood to
avenge tho death of the three. He wa3
brought up In a real revolutionary spirit;
Ids schoolmates havo tho fondest "recol¬
lections of him, kind, pleasant and wit¬
ty; his college chums remember him a*

intelligent, serious and philanthropic, aint
nt lost when a Terrorist, he tvns brave,
determined and loyal. It seemed as

'

though fato had smiled on him and ¿»ad
so ri'eulatcd destiny that somo one should
bo born on that very day to avengo
tho death of tho three Russian patriots.
.Theso men wero not anarchists In the

sense In which tho average American
'understands . the term. Balmosheff's
-pirlt and high purpose is Indicated in
the noto written to his mother on tho
day oí SIplngln's assassination."I am

going to sacrifice my life for the poor
and oppressed." Can anything nobler
be Imagined? This is ono of tho types
oí ti.o terrible Terrorists of Russia.
Woe to tho country thnt must sacri¬

fici» its best citizens to do away with
the real enemy, and whoro assassination
of tyrants is the only tangible and pos¬
sible form of patriotism.

J. H. J.

Our Heroes in; Black.
Editor of Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch
Sir.I have read with Interest your

tribute to Albort Comfort, of Spotsylvanla,
and Bill Ellis, of Goochland. two colored
men of. the ante-bellum type.
I have known Bill Ellis for eight years

and bear willing· testimony to his worth.
Ho was aUseful and respected citizen in
his neighborhood.
The ex-Confederate Is grateful to the

old-time negro. In South Carolina a mon¬

ument lias been'erected to him.
Virginia people can never forget his loy¬

alty during tho war.
JOHN LAMB.

Richmond, Va.

Too Much Lashing.
Editor of Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Sir,.I havo lust returned from a vielt te

New York city, which in my humble opinion
la not to he compare<1 will» our o»vn dear

city In natural beauty beauty and grace oí
architecture, but alas! I was most forcibly
reminded on my return that our beautiful
city baa a blot on Its escutcheon.wanton
cruelty. During tho five days spent In -Jew

York I was almost constantly jon tlio street,
but I have the first time to »ice a. horse

forced boyonil lt. «trennt!» and unmercifully
beaten". In fact, I saw a whip need but threo
time.«, and Unit a, mero touch. Hut her«
the lush Is applied from early morning until
late nt night.uselessly nnd cruelly. In the
ottico »n which I am employed, Ihe crack oí
the whip In the hrunds of driver« In vicinity,
of eleventh and Cary Streot·«' Is heard al¬
most as continuously im »he, Uck of the clock.
Ought· »vo to let our northorn friends out¬

strip,us In humanity? W« have a. noble baml
ot workers. I know tn tho Interest of dumb
animals, hut should Ill-treatment h_ allowed,
lo ??a'?» tho limit ot downright cruelty be¬
fore punishable by law7 ? great deal of
unnecessary heating Is due. I lii.'llevc not .0
much lo Innato vicloiinnos* ns from habit.
The driver lias the whip nt hand and there
Is. the horse to apply It to,.
Public sentiment hop never beon aroused

against It and consequently untold suffering
Is Inflicted on hnlpleiw victims, »»'blch to

judge from their face» are willing "»»'1 anxious
to slvn satisfaction.
Will you not speak a word In their be¬

half through the columns nf your paper? It
will' no douht help thn cause and I shall es¬

teem It a personal favor,
filncorely yours, KLIZA CR/VVER.

Box 911,
" «· ·. - »

Keep your eye on tho Tee-Doe Want
Ad Columns, They will' Interest as well
as entertain you, and, most likely, will
ho tho means of locating something for
which you have Iona desired'.

NEW CROP-
CRIMSON CLOVER SEED !

We have just received a large supply of

EXTRA QUALITY NEW CROP CRIMSON CLOVER SEED
Now is the time to sow this valuable soil-improving and

forage crop.
,

Our NEW FALL CATALOGUE, just issued/ gives full
information about nil crops for Fall seeding. It is the most

helpful and valuable publication of ' the kind published ,in
America. Mailed to farmers and gardeners free on request.

T, W. WOOD ù SONS,
8BED 0R0WKR8 AND MBHCHANTÍ,

RICHMOND»/ VA,
{¦^¦¦¦¦¦¦¦«¦¦^¦«¦¦¦MiiyìM


